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The tea was served out of a majestic delft teapot, ornamented with paintings
of fat little dutch shepherds and shepherdesses, tending pigs -- with boats sailing
in the air, and houses built in the clouds, and sundry other ingenious dutch
fantasies. The beaux distinguished themselves by their adroitness in replenishing
this pot, from a huge copper tea kettle, which would have made the pigmy
macaronies of these degenerate days, sweat, merely to look at it. To sweeten the
beverage, a lump of sugar was laid beside each cup -- and the company alternately
nibbled and sipped with great decorum, until an improvement was introduced by
a shrewd and economic old lady, which was to suspend a large lump directly over
the tea table, by a string from the ceiling, so that it could be swung from mouth
to mouth -- an infenious expedient, which is still kept up by some families in
Albany ; but which prevails without exception, in Communipaw, Bergen, Flat-
Bush, and all our uncontaminated dutch villages.
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Hepzibah brought out Some old silver spoons with the family crest upon them,
and a china tea-set painted over with grotesque figures of man, bird, and beast, in
as grotesque a landscape. These pictured people were odd humorists, in a world of
their own, -- a world of vivid brilliancy, so far as color went, and still unfaded,
although the teapot and small cups were as ancient as the custom itself of
tea-drinking.

“Your great-great-great-great-grandmother had these cups, when she was
married,” said Hepzibah to Phoebe. “She was a Davenport, of a good family. They
were almost the first teacups ever seen in the colony ; and if one of them were to
be broken, my heart would break with it. But it is Nonsense to speak so about a
brittle teacup, when I remember what my heart has gone through without break-
ing.”

The cups -- not having been used, perhaps, since Hepzibah’s youth -- had
contracted no small burden of dust, which Phoebe washed away with so much care
and delicacy as to satisfy even the proprietor of this invaluable china. (417-8)
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Returning from a short walk, he brought a vine in his hand, and asked me if
I knew what it was, saying that it made the best tea of anything in the woods. It
was the Creeping Snowberry (Chiogenes hispidula), which was quite common
there, its berries just grown. He called it cowosnebagosar, which name implies that
it grows where old prostrate trunks have collapsed and rotted. So we determined
to have some tea made of this to-night. It had a slight checkerberry flavor, and we
both agreed that it was really better than the black tea which we had brought. We
thought it quite a discovery, and that it might well be dried, and sold in the shops.
[, for one, however, am not an old tea-drinker, and cannot speak with authority to
others. It would have been particularly good to carry along for a cold drink during
the day, the water thereabouts being invariably warm. The Indian said that they
also used for tea a certain herb which grew in low ground, which he did not find
there, and Ledum, or Labrador tea, which I have since found and tried in Concord ;
also hemlock leaves, the last especially in the winter, when the other plants were
covered with snow ; and various other things ; but he did not approve of arbor
vitae, which I said I had drunk in those woods. We could have had a new kind of
tea every night. (Allegash and East Branch IV 751)
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While American colonists were registering, through their tea parties, their
determination to resist enforcement of the tea tax, the home government was
taking an equally determined stand that its measures against America must be
enforced.

Thus was the issue joined, and presently amid the boom of cannon and the roar of
musketry, a great republic was born --- one that was soon to become the wealthiest
consumer-nation in the world, but with a prenatal disinclination for tea."!
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Several circumstances occurred immediately after this fit of Wyatt which
contributed to heighten the curiosity with which I was already possessed. Among
other things, this : [ had been nervous- drank too much strong green tea, and slept
ill at night- in fact, for two nights I could not be properly said to sleep at all. (The
Oblong Box) (241)
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She pushed the loosened soil into place with the side of her ample slipper, and
then went into the house, where she kindled a fire in the kitchen stove, and made
herself a cup of Japan tea: a variety of the herb which our country people prefer,
apparently because it affords the same stimulus with none of the pleasure given by
the Chinese leaf. (The Lady of Awroostook)
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She passed Irene a cup of Oolong tea, -- none of them had a sufficiently
cultivated palate for Sou-chong, -- and the girl handed it to her father.

“Papa,” she asked, “you don’t really mean that you’re going to build over
there ?” “Don’t I? You wait and see,” said the Colonel, stirring his tea. (The Rise
of Stlas Lapham 893)
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Hepzibah, at all events, was indebted to its subtle operation both in body and
spirit ; so much the more, as it inspired her with energy to get some breakfast, at
which, still the better to keep up her courage, she allowed herself an extra spoonful
in her infusion of black tea. (396)
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“I ain’ t had a mite of supper, dear. I've been lottin’ all the way on a cup that
best tea o’ yourn, --- some o’ that Oolong you keep in the little chist. I don’t want
none o' your useful herbs.”

“I keep that tea for ministers’ folks,” gaily responded Mrs. Todd. “Come right
along in, Susan Fosdick. I declare if you ain’ t the same old sixpence !” (57)
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Benjamin Johns Harrison (1834-1903)
Annual Fair of the American Institute at
Niblo’'s Garden c. 1845

— 142 —



TAVIANEBHF—T AV ORI (1)

Contoit’s Garden 1830
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Ladies at tea Party. C 1840 Woodcut by Albert Alden
T bR ERA. BEAMCKR/LI
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... Mrs. Burrage was very much pleased with Boston, with Harvard College,
with her son’s interior, with her cup of tea (it was old Sevres), which was not half
so bad as she had expected, with the company he had asked to meet her (there
were three or four gentlemen, one of whom was Mr. Gracie) ... (133)

N —YRAF, RA b YOERN—N— F RER BFOENET oD RITA- T, H
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She has been one of the first women in New York to have tea every afternoon
at five, and to put off her walking-dress for tea gown. (New Years Day in Old New
York) (252)
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Henry Salem Hubbell (1870-1949)
Tea-Time (1909) private collection
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I 7 X HAABERDEN B0 H 31X

AT Lo LH— e XX P2 (1869—1941)
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Mollie Scott and Dorothy Tay (1895)
Private collection
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Cherry or The Gay Nineties (1906)
Private Collection
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Samovar (1926) Tea Leaves (1909)
Private Collection Metropolitan Museum of Art

AF1)— Bty b (1844—1926)
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The Cup of Tea (1879) Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Lady at the Tea Table (1883-5)
Metropolitan Museum of Art
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The Tea (1880) Museum of Fine Arts, Boston §
Afternoon Tea Party (1890-1891)

The New York Public Library
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“I felt a little mite better, and Dr. Buck says I ought to eat all I can to keep
my strength up, even if I ain’t got any appetite,” she said in her flat whine,
reaching across Mattie for the teapot. Her “good” dress had been replaced by the

black calico and brown knitted shawl which formed her daily wear, and with them
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she had put on her usual face and manner. She poured out her tea, added a great
deal of milk to it, helped herself largely to pie and pickles, and made the familiar

gesture of adjusting her false teeth before she began to eat. (107-8)
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Our breakfast consisted of tea, with hard bread and pork, and fried salmon,
which we ate with forks neatly whittled from alder-twigs, which grew there, off
strips of birch-bark for plates. The tea was black tea, without milk to color or
sugar to sweeten it, and two tin dippers were our tea-cups. This beverage is as
indispensable to the loggers as to any gossiping old women in the land, and they,
no doubt, derive great comfort from it. (Ktaadin IV 625-6)
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Perhaps that’s the reason, “he answered promptly.“I'm afraid I haven’t any
cream,you know-shall you mind a slice of lemon instead?” “I shall like it better.”
She waited while he cut the lemon and dropped a thin disk into her cup.(6)
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In shame, I sipped my tea and nibbled at my biscuit. I had never had tea with
milk in it before or a cookie of such rocklike cheer. It tasted like something you
would give a canary to strengthen its beak. (19)
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But tea in England, I quickly discovered, was a very different thing. When I
passed through the breakfast line my first morning at the University London, I
paused briefly in front of a heavyset, perspiring women in a green apron who
wielded enormous jugs of tea, boiling water, and milk. “White ?” she snapped,
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without looking up at me. “Yes, please,” I said, quickly. I had never poured milk
into my Lipton’s at home, but the girl ahead of me had ordered white. In what
seemed one swift gesture, the woman lifted, poured, and swirled a foaming
whitish-gray liquid into a thick china cup. As I set it on my tray, its strong aroma
made my nose wrinkle. Tea that morning tasted like something, though I wasn’t
quite sure what. (72)
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