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Personality traits and metacognitive abilities affect college students’
images of ideal elementary teacher

Haruo KIKUNO, Qi LI, Yuichiro KIKUNO & Satoshi YAMADA
SUF BLE - 2 BT - S0P BE—RRTT - I E fEsTT

What characteristics and qualities do college students think are essential for an ideal elementary teacher? Do
their personality traits and metacognitive abilities affect their ideal elementary teacher images? To address the
above questions, we used a questionnaire involving items assessing students’ personality, metacognitive ability
and their images of ideal elementary teachers. Our data revealed that the maintenance function is considered
essential for an ideal elementary teacher by college students. Furthermore, participants who considered “M type
teacher” as an ideal teacher had relatively more adaptive personality traits and better metacognitive ability than
participants who considered “PM type teacher” as an ideal teacher. These findings suggest that personality traits

and metacognitive abilities have an effect on college students’ images of ideal elementary teacher.
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