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Dilemmas of English Education in Elementary Schools in Japan
— Considering the Introduction of PHONICS —
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Abstract

English ability of Japanese people has long
been a major issue of Japanese education and
among Japanese parents. Although there are
some environmental difficulties such as the
homogenous culture, history of being closed from
the outer world in the Edo period, few native
speakers of English in the society, and lack of
opportunities of communicating in English, the
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prime obstacle remains to be the learning method.
Based on such a concern, the paper is aimed at
revealing the causes of difficulties in learning
English in the Japanese educational settings,
especially in elementary schools and considering
the introduction of PHONICS, a learning method
of English pronunciation and spelling. Then it
continues to draw attentions to the expansion of
the role of English as an international language, its
control over the global market, and the “English

divides” accelerating in the world.
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