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The fall — taking into account the excellence of the instrument, the time of the year,
and the ship's position on the terrestrial globe — was of a nature ominously prophetic;
but the red face of the man betrayed no sort of inward disturbance. Omens were as
nothing to him, and he was unable to discover the message of a prophecy till the
fulfilment had brought it home to his very door.”
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Yet the uninteresting lives of men so entirely given to the actuality of the bare
existence have their mysterious side. It was impossible in Captain MacWhirr's case, for
instance, to wunderstand what under heaven could have induced that perfectly
satisfactory son of a petty grocer in Belfast to run away to sea. And yet he had done
that very thing at the age of fifteen. (p. 4)
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2> Joseph Conrad, “Typhoon,” The Nigger of the “Narcissus” and Typhoon and Other Stories

(“Collected Edition of the Works of Joseph Conrad” ; London: J. M. Dent and Sons, 1950), p. 6.
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As 1t had never occurred to him to leave word behind, he was mourned over for dead
till, after eight months, his first letter arrived from Talcahuano. It was short, and
contained the statement: “We had very fine weather on our passage out.” But evidently,
in the writer's mind, the only important intelligence was to the effect that his captain
had, on the very day of writing, entered him regularly on the ship's articles as
Ordinary Seaman. “Because I can do the work,” he explained. (p. 5)
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The mother again wept copiously, while the remark, “Tom's an ass,” expressed the
emotions of the father. He was a corpulent man, with a gift for sly chaffing, which to
the end of his life he exercised in his intercourse with his son, a little pityingly, as if
upon a half-witted person. (p. b)
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She was called Lucy. It did not suggest itself to him to mention whether he thought the
name pretty. (p. 6)
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“Oh! aye! The blessed gamp....Thank'ee, Jukes, thank'ee,” would mutter Captain
MacWhirr, heartily, without looking up. (p. 4)
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It is your imaginative superior who is touchy, overbearing, and difficult to please; but
every ship Captain MacWhirr commanded was the floating abode of harmony and peace.

(p. 4)
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“My uncle wrote of you favourably by yesterday's mail to our good friends —
Messrs. Sigg, you know — and doubtless they'll continue you out there in command,”
said the junior partner. “You'll be able to boast of being in charge of the handiest boat
of her size on the coast of China, Captain,” he added.

“Have you? Thank 'ee,” mumbled vaguely MacWhirr, to whom the view of a distant
eventuality could appeal no more than the beauty of a wide landscape to a purblind
tourist; and his eyes happening at the moment to be at rest upon the lock of the cabin
door, he walked up to it, full of purpose, and began to rattle the handle vigorously,
while he observed, in his low, earnest voice, “You can't trust the workmen nowadays. A
brand-new lock, and it won't act at all. Stuck fast. See? See? (p. 8)
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As soon as they found themselves alone in their office across the yard: “You praised
that fellow up to Sigg. What is it you see in him?” asked the nephew, with faint
contempt.

“I admit he has nothing of your fancy skipper about him, if that's what you mean,”
said the elder man, curtly. (pp. 8-9)
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The lock was replaced accordingly, and a few days afterwards the Nan-Shan steamed
out to the EKast, without MacWhirr having offered any further remark as to her
fittings, or having been heard to utter a single word hinting at pride in his ship,
gratitude for his appointment, or satisfaction at his prospects. (p. 9)
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With a temperament neither loquacious nor taciturn he found very little occasion to
talk. There were matters of duty, of course — directions, orders, and so on; but the
past being to his mind done with, and the future not there yet, the more general
actualities of the day required no comment — because facts can speak for themselves
with overwhelming precision. (p. 9)
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Old Mr. Sigg liked a man of few words, and one that “you could be sure would not
try to improve upon his instructions.” MacWhirr, satisfying these requirements, was
continued in command of the Nan-Shan, and applied himself to the careful navigation
of his ship in the China seas. (p. 9)
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Captain MacWhirr meantime had gone on the bridge, and into the chart-room, where
a letter, commenced two days before, awaited termination. These long letters began with
the words, “My darling wife,” and the steward, between the scrubbing of the floors and
the dusting of chronometer-boxes, snatched at every opportunity to read them. They
interested him much more than they possibly could the woman for whose eye they were
intended; and this for the reason that they related in minute detail each successive trip
of the Nan-Shan.

Her master, faithful to facts, which alone his consciousness reflected, would set them
down with painstaking care upon many pages. (p. 14)
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She reclined in a plush-bottomed and gilt hammock-chair near a tiled fireplace, with
Japanese fans on the mantel and a glow of coals in the grate. Lifting her hands, she
glanced wearily here and there into the many pages. It was not her fault they were so
prosy, so completely uninteresting — from “My darling wife” at the beginning, to
“Your loving husband” at the end. She couldn't be really expected to understand all
these ship affairs. She was glad, of course, to hear from him, but she had never asked
herself why, precisely.

“...They are called typhoons...The mate did not seem to like it...Not in books. ..
Couldn't think of letting it go on...."

The paper rustled sharply. “.... A calm that lasted more than twenty minutes,” she
read perfunctorily; and the next words her thoughtless eyes caught, on the top of
another page, were: “see you and the children again....” She had a movement of
impatience. He was always thinking of coming home. He had never had such a good
salary before. What was the matter now? (pp. 93-94)
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It did not occur to her to turn back overleaf to look. She would have found it
recorded there that between 4 and 6 A.M. on December 25th, Captain MacWhirr did
actually think that his ship could not possibly live another hour in such a sea, and that
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he would never see his wife and children again. Nobody was to know this (his letters
got mislaid so quickly) — nobody whatever but the steward, who had been greatly
impressed by that disclosure. (p. 94)
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“Thank you very much. He's not coming home yet. Of course it's very sad to have him
away, but it's such a comfort to know he keeps so well.” Mrs. MacWhirr drew breath.
“The climate there agrees with him,” she added, beamingly, as if poor MacWhirr had
been away touring in China for the sake of his health. (pp. 95-96)
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The only secret of her life was her abject terror of the time when her husband would
come home to stay for good. (p. 14)
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First of all he would insist upon the advantages of the Eastern trade, hinting at its
superiority to the Western ocean service. He extolled the sky, the seas, the ships, and
the easy life of the Far East. The Nan-Shan, he affirmed, was second to none as a
sea-boat. (pp. 16-17)
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Oh! It was pretty complete, I can tell you; and you may run to and fro across the Pond
to the end of time before you find yourself with such a job on your hands.
(pp. 97-98)
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