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Current status and issues of "Kodomo Shokudo" in Shizuoka prefecture
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the actual situation of "Kodomo Shokudo"(Children's cafeteria) at

Shizuoka prefecture introduced as a part of children's poverty program in recent years.
Today, "Kodomo Shokudo" had been spread rapidly in Japan since the survey of Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare made clear that the poverty rate of Japan was 15.7% and Children's poverty rate was 14.2% in 2007.
The phrase of "one in six children is in poverty" was very shocking for Japan because almost of us believed
that poverty had gone from our society through the rapid economic growth especially in Showa-era. After that
Japanese government has been seem to put strength in poverty program.

Although the children's poverty rate in each prefecture are unknown but it seems to below average in
Shizuoka Prefecture. In the Act on Promotion of Children's Poverty Alleviation on 2013, four basic supports
are prescribed; support for education; support for life; support for employment; and support for economy. And
these supports must be carried out in close cooperation between the central and local governments. In Shizuoka
Prefecture, each "Kodomo Shokudo" was carried out by private sector such as local volunteer groups, NPOs,
social walfare organizations and neighborhood associations.

On the other hand, "Kodomo Shokudo" is expected for thepromotion of "Shokuiku"(food
education)."Shokuiku" was defined as the basic of education and to aim to learn the knowledge about food. The
home environments and parents' employment situations are crucial in the formation of children's food customs.
It was known that the poverty rate of single parent are very high, so "Shokuiku" will be necessary for children in
such family.

We concluded that the close cooperation between the "Kodomo Shokudo", local government and schools will
be very important whether it succeed or not, and that it is very important to recognize "Kodomo Shokudo" from
"Shokuiku".

Keywords: "Kodomo Shokudo"(Children's cafeteria), "Shokuiku" (food education)
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